
The Circular Economy: 
Building a Sustainable 
Future
Moving beyond our traditional take-make-dispose model towards a 

regenerative approach that keeps materials in use and designs out waste.
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Core Principles of Circular Economy

Design Out Waste & 
Pollution
Preventing waste through thoughtful 

product design and manufacturing 

processes rather than dealing with 

pollution after it's created.

Keep Products & 
Materials in Use
Extending product lifespans through 

repair, reuse, remanufacturing and 

recycling to maximize resource 

value.

Regenerate Natural 
Systems
Enhancing natural resources by 

returning valuable nutrients to the 

soil and other ecosystems to support 

environmental health.
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Why the Circular Economy Matters

Our global waste crisis is accelerating – waste is growing 

faster than population growth, putting enormous pressure 

on our planet's finite resources.

In the European Union, approximately 70% of household energy 

consumption goes to heating, representing a massive opportunity for 

efficiency improvements.

To effectively combat climate change, we must fundamentally rethink 

how we use and reuse our resources.
Our current linear economy leads to resource depletion and growing 

waste mountains
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Circular Economy in Industry

1

Fashion Industry

Pioneering brands create clothing 

from recycled plastic bottles and 

fishing nets, while second-hand 

marketplaces like Depop and Vinted 

extend garment lifespans.

2

Electronics Sector

Companies like Fairphone build 

modular devices designed for repair, 

while major retailers offer certified 

refurbished laptops and phones at 

reduced prices.

3

Food Industry

Restaurants and supermarkets are 

implementing anaerobic digestion 

systems to convert food waste into 

biogas energy or nutrient-rich 

compost for local farms.

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


Circular Economy in Daily Life

Practical Ways to Participate

Repair clothes, shoes and electronics instead of replacing 

them
Reuse jars, bags and packaging materials multiple times

Sort waste properly according to local recycling guidelines

Compost food scraps to create nutrient-rich soil for plants

Share tools, vehicles and household items within your 

community

Every small action contributes to the larger circular economy 

movement!
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Benefits of the Circular Economy

Economic Savings

Households save money through reuse, repair and 

sharing, while businesses reduce material costs and 

develop new revenue streams through servitization 

models.

Environmental Impact

Circular practices significantly reduce carbon emissions 

by minimizing resource extraction, manufacturing 

impacts, and waste processing requirements.

Innovation Catalyst

The circular economy drives creative business models 

and technological solutions as companies redesign 

products for durability, repairability and recyclability.

Sustainable Habits

Participating in circular practices builds environmental 

awareness and encourages more mindful consumption 

patterns that last a lifetime.
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Your Circular Economy Journey

Reflection Questions

Where do you already see the circular economy in action in your daily 

life?

What small circular change could your school or household implement 

next month?

Remember, the transition to a circular economy happens through millions of 

small changes working together. Your actions matter!

Start the conversation and inspire change in your community
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